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Shhhe

Summary:
Fourth graders love a good story and this unitis filledwithones t hat al | include sc¢
Secrets kept in ancient times!

1 God wonders aloud if Abraham should be let in on the plans to destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah,r esul t i ng ihuizpah-dik aaghneen &vith God against this
destructive decision.

1 Shifrahand Puah, mi dwi ves | iving at the time of
baby boys should be killed, arrive fAtoo | ate

1 Queen Esther, who secretly lived as a Jew in Ahashverosh& p al ac e ,0 ftheutsed f
Jewishly to save her people

1 Yohanan ben Zakkai, a rabbi who faked his own death, secretly left the embattled
city of Jerusalem to confront the Roman general and ask for land outside the city for
an academy of Jewish learning

Secrets kept in modern times!

T Jews visit the USSR as fitouristso and then s
secretly meet and support Soviet Jews who are persecuted for their religion

1 Israelis and world Jews bring El Al planes to secretly fly Beta Yisrael 1 Jews
discovered in Ethiopia i to Israel

Each of these people and groups faced challenges that they could never solve completely, or
tackle by themselves. But each of these people mustered up courage, thus embodying the text
from Pirke Avot 2:21, Al t 6s nwmcomplete thhenwork,dut neither are you free to desist
from it. o

Our students will learn about our past, consider the mandate to take action, and then choose an
action plan that demonstrates their understanding of this Pirke Avot text.

Originally Developed for: Grade 4

As aresult of this curriculum, what enduring understanding will the students attain?
.Ul 7 ET Ese BUEAUI igi HUZA 4@ cc Y Ed, TaYIT:
@"Ua o,1 YUd & Ei Ad EI
It is not upon you to complete the work, but neither are you free to desist from it.
Pirke Avot 2:21
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What essential questions will guide or focus the teaching and learning?

1 What kind of Aworko is so important that one
fully succeed?

1 Isthere ever a time when it might be better not to try to be helpful?

1 What Jewish values can help us make tough decisions?

What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit?

Students will know: Students will be able to:
T The definition oftheiwyy Classify peoplebs a
saying from Pirke Av o Bystander
to complete the work, but neither are you 0 Upstander
free to desist from|9q Match stories discussed with core Jewish
1 The stories of different Jews who did not values that help define why each is
Afdesi sto from i mport i mportant Jewish Aw
0 Abraham arguing with God over o Dondét stand idly
Sodom and Gomorrah blood
o Shifrah and Puah who chose to o All Jews are responsible one for
help deliver the baby boys at the the other
time of Pharaoh o Pidyonsh 6 v u sedeeming
o Esther, who took captives
challenge to save her people T Identify situations that need action
0 Yohanan ben Zakkai who chose to o0 How hard does this seem?
risk his life to start a school that o0 What are the situations?
would help Judaism survive o Who has the power to solve it?
o0 World Jews who stepped into help |  Identify situations when someone took a
the Jews living in the Soviet Union risk to tackle a possibly overwhelming
(with emphasis on the efforts of task
those | iving on (9 Identfysteps for taking action using
side) _ decision-making graphics
o Israelis who rescued Beta Yisrael | q |nfluence the outcome of a situation, even
from Ethiopia if they canodt fully
1 The definition of upstander: someone who
takes a stand against injustice (from, Facing
History and Ourselves)

What evidence will students provide at the end of the unit that they have attained the
enduring understanding?

Students will model their understanding of f#Alt
you free to desist from ito by

identifying something they can impact

matching a Jewish value to the situation

using decision-making graphics to figure out the actions they can take

taking action

=A =4 =4 =
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Ideally, these projects will be individually done, or with a student and a couple of others and
their families. A class could do a project toget
understanding of the EU in a group.

Studentswillshar e t heir project wiGl b g sthtte/eduglédstgr.coomyoe at i ng a
a decorated fitreasure box. o0

What resources will help in teacher preparation and/or student learning?

Activity #1
9 Two long pieces of string or rope

Activity #2
9 Poster with the text of Pirke Avot 2:21 in Hebrew and English (send an email to
teachers@jecc.orgt o request this poster fdPom the JECCOH
1 Questions Cube (Resource Sheet A, available from the JECC6 Feacher Center online
catalog: http://www.jecc.org/TeacherCenter/TeacherCenter.htm)
1 Laptop computer and digital projector
T Books that i Il udonlelmme meheé 0i dea of a

Activity #3

9 Easel paper, or a blackboard or bulletin board

T A card that says HAupst andeontheback; faréaehstudei nt and

9 Enlarged copies of the pictures found on Resource Sheet D

1 Two copies (fortheactors)of t he scri pt of Abr aResonfce ar gumen
Sheet E)

1 Copies of the sample BioPoem (Resource Sheet F) and instructions for writing a
BioPoem (Resource Sheet G) for each student

Activity #5
1 Copies of the Shifrah and Puah Award i p | a q Resaurce Sheets H1 and H2) for
each student (Give all students the same plaque, or give half the class H1 and half of the
class H2. Dondét forget t o i nhlatkofdhe pagehaswell)nf or mat i on

Activity #6
1 Sheets of paper to hang around the classroom, each with a different reason to make a
decision (avail abl e f r onporhaideritebil@dedleetsiokacher Ce
paper)
1 Enough dot stickers for each student to have 7 of them
A song leader

T Copies of the | yricsWarolRidute Stizatd) fo€cdaehnge t he
student

91 Paper, art supplies (markers, crayons, scissors, glue, etc.), and magazines
91 Internet connection, several computers, laptop computer, and digital projector

=


http://edu.glogster/
mailto:teachers@jecc.org
http://www.jecc.org/TeacherCenter/TeacherCenter.htm
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Activity #7
91 Four copies (for the actors) of the scripta bout Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakk
Jerusalem (Resource Sheet K)
Extra actors
A laptop, projector, and internet access
A cardboard box froffind(could even be a shoebox)
A fApictur e dananbenRakiaibi Yo
A toy or cardboard sword
Costumes (towels, sandals, robes)

= =4 =4 =4 =8 4

Activity #8
1 PMActualosuitcase of a visitor to refuseniks (available from the JECC, or make one using
the instructions in the activity)
1 Enough copies of the suitcase template (Resource Sheet O) for each student
1 The book, Monday in Odessa, by Eileen Bluestone Sherman (JPS, 1986)

Activity #10
1 Enough copies of the review game board (Resource Sheet P) for each student

Activity #11
1 The book, The Christmas Menorahs: How a Town Fought Hate (Janice Cohn, Morton
Grove, IL: Albert Whitman, 1995.)
1 Enlarged copies of the decision-making graphics (Resource Sheet S, available from the
JECCb6s Teacher Center)
9 Color copies of the pictures from Resource Sheet R

Wh a't feducati onal enedrsnithiseuait are refer

Wallwisher: http:// www.wallwisher.com

Wordle: http:// www.wordle.net/create

Google Website (optionalittp://sites.google.com

G-dcast: http:// www.g-dcast.com/purim

Pixton: http:// www.pixton.com

Youtube:http:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRékxgiDkand

http:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvYusKb58

Glogster: http://edu.glogster.com

Voki: http:// www.voki.com


http://www.wallwisher.com/
http://www.wordle.net/create
http://sites.google.com/
http://www.g-dcast.com/purim
http://www.pixton.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPo-6kxgiDk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvYu6-uKb58
http://edu.glogster.com/
http://www.voki.com/
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INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIT AND PIRKE AVOT 2:21 (1-2 Sessions)

ACTIVITY 1

Hands-On A L éha.@Theefollowing activity provides students with an opportunity to discover
firsthand that there are some tasks that are simply too great to be accomplished by one person,
but may be easily accomplished by many together, if each person contributes.

In a large open space (such as a hallway or social hall), arrange a string or rope on the floor in

the shape of a star (a six-pointed star, with two ropes, is easiest to create). Tell the students

that it is a starfish that was washed up on the shore. In order to survive, it must be moved back

into the ocean (the other side of the hall way or
back. However, they may not change its shape- it must always be in the same form as the

starfish. If they change the shape, they must go back and try again. The students will realize

that one or two students alone cannot move the star across, but that if everyone holds part of

the star and walks at the same pace, they will succeed in bringing the fstarfishoback to the

ocean. If students struggle, provide some hints, such as suggesting that they work together.

Debrief afterwards:
1 Would you have been successful if only one or two people picked up the rope?

1  Why or why not?

1 What would have happened if each persont hought : fAl dondt need to h
someone el se will?20
Explain that they are about to begin a unit of study that will focus on the importance of people
stepping in to be helpful. Judai sm teaches us th
we always havetotry. We cannot Adesisto from it é meaning th
try. [ Have the studedjts repeat the word fdesi st
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ACTIVITY 2

iLo Maloeit e x t Thss dctivityywill formally introduce the students to Pirke Avot 2:21 @ Al t

is not upon you to complete the work, but neither
enduring understanding of the unit, and will appear in different ways in each of the later learning

activities. Pirke Avot is a collection of ethical statements by rabbis who lived approximately 2000

years ago. lItis part of the Talmud.

Share with students the poster of this quote in H
Teacher Center). Cal | i ng LdAeihasq uohtee Aif rom Pirke Avot, 0 go thr
asking students to help you figure out its meaning in its simplest sense (i.e., without making

application to situations). We are callingt h i s LotAkigaqfu ot ed because the firs
in Hebrew (Lo Aleha) means @it is not wupon you. o0 When a pe
hisorherhel p, s/ he shoul d laafeidaentosnteaintitht sthdhHAS to seg if a 1

s/he can do something about it. If you can, also read the quote in Hebrew.

Divide the students into pairs, and give each pair a Questions Cube (see RESOURCE SHEET

A; the JECCO6s Teacher Ciyouneayorderansadvanice by semdimgat er si z e
request to teachers@jecc.org). One side of the cube has Pirke Avot 2:21 in Hebrew and English

and the other five sides each have one of these questions:

1. The word Aworkod doesndt just menanktofepofhard? or car e

2. Why do you think should we start to work on something even if we might not be able to
finish it?

3. There are stories in the news of childrenwhodon 6t have enougAhleihoéd to ea
youdondt have to compl et ehbwcamsyouwerktohefp? s si tuati on,

4. There are stories in the news of children who bully others. Lo Aleiha goudondét have to
completely solve this situation, but how can you work to help?

5. Think about or starfish activity we did. How is this an example of Lo Aleiha that you alone
could not help the starfish? What work did you do to help?

Ask the students to roll the cube and answer the question that pops up on top. As they do this,
walk around to offer help in understanding the question (a madrich/ah can do this, too). Give
time for each team to have answered at least four of the five questions.

Bring the students back together and discuss the questions below with them. As you have this
discussion, know that these are questions for which it will take time for students to formulate an
answer . Ask each question slowly but donét c
head slowly oneé.twoéthreeé. fouré.five. By t
the air. If none are, ask the question one more time (maybe rephrasing) and count to three
before calling on anyone. This process will give all students a chance to think.
T The rabbi wlodleilsaai d uweatsen 6ft  t h i wokkiashagcareehoojobt
Based on what students talked about when answering the questions on their cube, how
do they now also understand work?

1 fLoAleihaii t 6s n ot towsgive the problemof the children without enough food
to eat, but what ideas did they have for this situation?


mailto:teachers@jecc.org
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1 foAleihaii t s not wupon them to solve the problem
they have for this situation?

1 Can anyone offer another example of a Lo Aleiha moment? This could be someone
from history they learned about in school, something from the news, or something from
their own lives. [Maybe have your madrich/ah prepared to share an idea if the children
canodot think of something easily.]

Tell the students that they are going to learn about Jewish people from our past (and some even

living now) who h a do algiha moments.0Each of the people the class will be learning about

al so had a secret, which is why this unit i s call
going to learn about some secrets of our past.

Optional at-home work: Explain that the class will be making a lofaleihadwebsite, with
exampl wsaleimd riol e sng &ldp®p and digital projector, show the students
their Wallwishersi t e (the JECCO6s Teacher Center can help vy
www.wallwisher.com or you can use a community page:
www.wallwisher.com/wall/beingarolemodel) and how to add a posting.
Examples of postings could be:

f MyDadi s a denti st. I n order to help solve t
afford to go get the dentist, he cleans and
candbét pay.

1 Akid named Trevor heard a news report when he was 11 years old about the
homeless. Wi t h  hi s p,aebegarn taking blamkéts and food to those
who lived on the street. Others got involved, too. There is a shelter called
Trevords Place that was named after him.

Send an email to the parents explaining the website and how to use Wallwisher (see
RESOURCE SHEETB). Encourage each student to go to the site from a home computer and
add a note with the name of someone who acted according to Pirke Avot 2:21, along with a few
sentences aboutt hi s p doraleilmkamd® sn e i o that person fulfilled this ideal. [Note:
An alternative site is CorkBoard.Me, but it is not supported well by Internet Explorer.]

Library option: If your class visits the library, or can have a librarian visit the class, ask for

books that illustrate theideao f p e o p | elo aleiaacnm onnge nat . fid See the biblio
prepared by the JECC Ratner Media and Technology Center, located at the end of this

curriculum.

10
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RESOURCE SHEET A
The Pirke Avot Question Cube

The JECC has the template of this cube available for your use; it is not included here because it
must be printed on larger paper. The Teacher Center can print it for you, but the cubes will need
to be assembled before the students can use them.

11
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RESOURCE SHEET B

Email to Parents about Wallwisher

Dear Parents,

Today in class we began a unit basecdad000 year old quote from a great

collection of ethical statements calledA NJ S ! g2aGY aLdG Aa y2i
the work, but neitherare you free to desist from it (2:24) 2S RAR I 4GSt
activity that emphasized the importance of everyone contributing to the best of

his or herability (ask your child what we did!We spent some time talking about

people (either from history, Jewish tradition, or our own lives) who we think lived

in accordncewith the statement from Pirke AvotLater in the unit, we will learn

about several Jewish figures who took action in difficult situations, even if they
O2dzf R y2i O2YLX SGS GKS ag2N) ¢ GKSYaSt @S
In order to reinforce their learning, | would apprecigtaur helpwith a websitel
created:www.wallwisher/wall/INSERTITLE HEREhave asked the students to

post an example of someone who follows or followed Pirke Avot 2:21, and a

sentence or two explaininigow this person fulfills this quote. Their example can

be a historical or Jewish figure, or someone they know personally. Please show

them the website (they can add their post by doubleeking anywhere on the

page), and renind them to post their examp, along with their first name at the

end of the posting.In order to protect from spam, all posts on tlki¢allwisher

must be approved by me before they appear on the site.

During our next class meeting, | will show the students the compMtallivisher
YR 6SQft oNASTFte RA&aOdzaa SOSNBR2ySQa SE

Thank you so much for your help!

12
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ACTIVITY 3

Bystanders vs. Upstanders: I n si tuations where there is fAw
choose to be either a bystander or an upstander. fFacing History and Ourselves0 not es t
upstanders take a stand against injustice and set out to complete the task, whereas bystanders
witness a situation (the work to be done) but do not respond to it through action. The following
activity introduces the studentstothet er ms f by st andertéachesnttemfoupst ander,
identify behaviors associated with each, and encourages them to choose to take action and be

upstanders, as opposed to merely passive bystanders.

or ko
hat

Part 1: On the top of two pieces of easel paper (alternatively, on the blackboard or a bulletin

board) wr i t e WPSEBANDERO ma BYBTANDER, 0 r e s p 6iceteach student.a

card t hBYISTANBBERSE &n one UPSTAMNDERONn doni t he ot her, and re
definition of each term to the students (see RESOURCE SHEET C). Show the students

pictures (see RESOURCE SHEET D) of different situations that portray clear bystanders and

upstanders. ldeally, project them via a digital projector so students can clearly see the images;

in addition, enlarge the photos and print them so that you can sort them into the two categories.

Alternatively, enlarge the photos and pass them around. For each picture you show, ask the
students to raise their card to fivoteo onrowhet her
an upstander. Call on individual students to explain their answers and to argue with each other.

When a consensus is reached, post the picture under the appropriate heading.

Part 2: Ask the students to think of words or phrases that are related to each of the terms
Abystander 0 a mhk wérdspan taage floen mdjectives (brave, etc.), to phrases
(does the right thing), to examples of bystanders or upstanders that they know of (Martin Luther
King Jr.). Go around the room - have each student provide at least one word or phrase, and
write each of these under the appropriate term. Ask the students to compare the two lists using
guestions like:

1 Which word is more positive?

1 Which do you think is easier to be: a bystander or an upstander? You could ask

students to stand along one wall of your room
to stand along another wall if they think the
either side of the room to explain why they chose their answer.

1 Why do they think people choose to be upstanders?

1 Why do they think people choose to be bystanders?

1 What are some situations where each of us can choose to be an upstander instead of a
bystander? [If they have trouble thinking of some examples, suggest they think about the
guestions asked on the Question Cube.]

T Finally, ask the student s: | f someone believe

complete the work, but neither are you free to desist from itd(or, fiyou just have to try
are they an upstander or a bystander? Why? [You could have the students move to the
wall that was used before for each position T upstander or bystander.]

After class, turn each of the lists into a Wordle by going to http://www.wordle.net/create and
typing in all of the words and names from each of the lists( don 6t f or get tDhei ncl ude

13
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site will generate a cloud made of all of the words, and you will be able to edit the colors, shape,
and size. When you are happy with the product, print each Wordle (one for upstanders and one
for bystanders) and hang them on the class bulletin board. If you are in email contact with your
parents, send them a copy of the finished Wordle during the week, along with an explanation of
the activity.

14
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RESOURCE SHEET C
< Upstanders and Bystanders Definitions

Upstanders are people who take a stand

against injustice and, when they see wrong being
done, they step in to stop it.

Hi, Rachel! It looks like
Emma is upsetWhy
R2y Qi @&2dz o
i28eK LGQa
G2 R23X | YR
both be happy!

15
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RESOURCESHEETC( cont 6d)
Upstanders and Bystanders Definitions

qu ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bystanders are people who witness a wrong
being done but do not respond to it through action.

hK ¢St o L
FldzE & GKI G
FAIKGAYTD
Yy2O0KAY3 L

16
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RESOURCE SHEET D

Upstanders and Bystanders Pictures
Showthe pictures below and ask students to decide whether the people to whom the green arrows are
pointing arebeing upstanders or bystanders. Note: The pictures may be printed in color froomline
version of this guideseehttp://curriculumJECC.wikispaces.coand check the Jewish Values page.
Alternatively, the pictures may be projected using a digital projector.

17
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